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The Life of Gabrielle Rich Aouad

(1969~~ 1996)

Gabrielle Rich Aouad grew up in Switzerland where 

she graduated from Aiglon School. She graduated with

honors from Oxford University in England, earning her

B.A. in philosophy and modern languages. Fluent in five

languages, Gabrielle was a champion skier, an expert in

horseback riding and a skilled rock mountain climber. 

In the summer of 1991, she moved to New York and

joined the NYU intensive film program where she met her

future husband, Philip Aouad. At the tender age of 23, she

was diagnosed with advanced stage Hodgkin’s disease.

Her strength and feistiness never failed through months

of painful treatment.

By 1993, Gabrielle was at last in remission. This period

of renewal brought great vibrancy and activity to her 

life. She and Philip got married. She became one of the

finalists in the worldwide search to replace Isabella

Rossellini as the face of Lancôme. She studied acting at

the Lee Strasberg Institute. Her drive brought her great

success. In no time, Gabrielle had eight plays and seven

movies to her credit. Her film roles included a newscaster

in “The Chase” starring Charlie Sheen and a seductress 

in “Savage Hearts” starring Richard Harris. In addition to 

her acting skills, Gabrielle was a gifted writer. She wrote 

a screenplay, “Surprise,” she dreamed would one day 

be produced.

In May of 1996, she was diagnosed with acute 

myelogenous leukemia (AML). Once more, she was treated

with chemotherapy. She lost her beautiful long hair, 

but fought with fearless determination throughout her

difficult and painful treatment. After going into remission

for the second time, she was due for a bone marrow

transplant, so her mother, Denise donated her own bone

marrow to save Gabrielle’s life. Upon receiving this gift

Gabrielle said, “Mummy is giving me birth again.” 

Gabrielle’s final wish was to create a leukemia 

foundation that would help spare others the suffering

that she endured. One of its goals would be to invest in

research for better treatments for leukemia, so people

would not have to suffer from the side effects and 

damage of chemotherapy and radiation. Gabrielle Rich

Aouad passed away in the fall of 1996 at the tender 

age of 27. 

The work of Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation for 

Cancer Research continues in her honor and memory.

Gabrielle’s strength and wisdom live on in her own 

words, “Love defies all pain, even death.”

Our Inspiration

“If you wonder where
your money’s going, 
it’s inside me. I am living  
proof that the work 

that these doctors do on 
a daily basis is saving lives

of real people like me.”
~~ Ethan Zohn � Angel Ambassador � 2-time lymphoma survivor
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Our Story 

In 1996, Gabrielle Rich Aouad, a vibrant 27-year-old actress, Oxford graduate

and Hodgkin’s lymphoma survivor succumbed to acute myelogenous

leukemia. It was Gabrielle’s last wish to create a Foundation that would 

fund the most promising scientific investigators in the nation with the hope 

that less toxic treatments, and ultimately a cure, might be discovered. 

Her mother Denise and sisters, Daniella and Ilona, believed the best way 

to honor Gabrielle’s memory was to turn their extraordinary grief into 

a positive force for others. Her spirit lives on in the work of the organization

created in her memory. Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation for Cancer Research

funds only the best and brightest physician-scientists just starting their 

labs and has become one of the largest non-governmental sources of grant

support to blood cancer research in the nation. In 2012, the Foundation

established a London chapter, Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation UK, to expand

its reach and fund similar scientific initiatives in the United Kingdom. 
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A Positive Force

Of the first 9 patients 
treated, 5 had a response.
This is highly unusual for 

early phase studies. We are
definitely making progress.

�

Scott A. Armstrong, MD, PhD
Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center

The excitement for 
the scientific progress 

was palpable in the room, and 
I believe we are heading into 
a very exciting era of cancer 

research and therapy. 
�

Alex Y. C. Huang, MD, PhD
Case Western Reserve 

University

Your support allows 
us to take risks and ask the 
really important questions. 

�

Ross L. Levine, MD 
Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center

The work that you 
do is so important for 

young scientists—and the 
results will benefit us all. 

�

Curt I. Civin, MD
Medical Advisory Board; 
University of Maryland 
School of Medicine

The Foundation has 
nurtured and supported 

such a great cadre of leukemia
researchers over the years that 
the list of grantees looks like 
a Who’s Who in leukemia.

�

David Frank, MD, PhD
Dana-Farber 

Cancer Institute

Attending the 
Foundation’s Annual 

Medical Symposium is truly an 
invaluable moment for me 
to re-inspire myself for my 

research in cancer.
�

Young Jik Kwon, PhD
University of California, 

Irvine

This award allows 
me to explore innovative 

ideas that would not readily 
be supported by typical NIH 

funding mechanisms. 
�

Dorothy Sipkins, MD, PhD
Duke University  

We hope this first 
in-human clinical trial will 

provide a new way to harness the
immune system to treat leukemia.

�

Todd Fehniger, MD, PhD
Washington University 

St. Louis
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Gabrielle’s Gala..
Our annual spring gala brings out London’s A-list crowd 

in support of our UK research initiatives.

Millennial Ball..
This yearly event, hosted by New York’s hippest young professionals, 

tech entrepreneurs and philanthropists has raised over $200,000.  

For more event details, visit gabriellesangels.org
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Our Events

Our main source of fundraising stems from our signature events which 

to date have enabled us to fund $25 million in cutting-edge scientific research.

Angel Ball..
This star-studded black-tie gala remains one 

of New York’s most anticipated fall charity events.



Our Grants 

Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation funds the nation’s best science in the fields of

leukemia, lymphoma, and related cancers of the blood. The Foundation not

only funds conventional scientific research, but also projects that combine

integrative (complementary) therapies or botanical agents. We focus 

on projects for cancer prevention, detection and treatment that are most

likely to be translated into clinical trials within a 3-5 year period. These

Medical Research Awards, distributed on a yearly basis, each total $225,000

and are given over a three-year period. The top research institutions in 

the nation are solicited by invitation-only and, in this highly competitive

process, applications  undergo rigorous peer review by the Foundation’s

distinguished Medical Advisory Board. This panel of experts, led by

Stephen D. Nimer, MD, director of Miami’s Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer

Center, selects only the crème de la crème for funding. In recent years, 

the Foundation has expanded its reach to include the funding of select

pediatric oncology initiatives, music therapy programs, and international

projects through its sister chapter, Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation UK. 

“There is nothing more  
gratifying than to witness          
the success of our efforts,  

and while we have made  
great progress~~ the work 
of this foundation will last  

for generations~~we still have
much more work to do.”
~~ Stephen D. Nimer, MD � Chairman, Medical Advisory Board � Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center
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Our Initiatives

Medical Symposium~~ For Our Grantees
This annual event provides a chance for our grantees to present their work, discuss the latest 

medical advances and form scientific collaborations with their peers.

Art & Music Therapy~~ For Patients & Their Families
Our creative programs offer patients an important opportunity to explore healing work 

with skilled professionals through art and music therapy sessions.

Panel Events~~ For Patients & Healthcare Providers
These intimate events feature an expert panel speaking to the specific needs of patients on 

a wide variety of topics including nutrition, survivorship, sexual health and fertility.
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Our Sister Chapter

..
We created Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation UK in 2012 to expand our mission abroad..

All funds raised in London directly support research at Great Britain’s 

leading institutions, among them:

University of Oxford 

Imperial College London

University of Cambridge 

Guy’s and St. Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust

University College London

The Institute of Cancer Research

Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s Charity

Macmillan Cancer Centre..
We are a registered UK Charity #1144860



I wouldn’t be so lucky 
if it weren’t for foundations 

like this and for people like you
who give doctors the means to 
come up with these miracles.

�

Erin Zammett Ruddy
Leukemia Survivor

Why Give to Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation? � We provide

funding to only the highest caliber young investigators 

at an early stage in their careers, allowing them to pursue 

their most creative ideas.� 89 cents of every dollar directly

funds these future leaders of cancer research. � We are 

recognized by both the Independent Charities of America 

and the Better Business Bureau for both program and cost

effectiveness. � We focus on one specific area of cancer

research—blood cancers. � We fund projects for cancer 

prevention, detection and treatment that are most 

likely to be translated into clinical trials within a 

3 to 5 year period. � We fund traditional scientific 

research, as well as research that combines integrative

or complementary therapies or botanical agents.�
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I owe my life 
to Gabrielle’s Angel

Foundation and to the 
research that they do. 

�

Suleika Jaouad
Angel Ambassador

Denise is waving 
the flag and we’re 

with her all the way. 
�

Tommy Hilfiger

It is highly likely that the 
money you invest will directly 

lead to the dramatic acceleration 
of cures for cancer, preventions 

for cancer and the savings 
of other children’s lives.

�

Bill Clinton
Former US President



$225,000Medical Research Awards amount to                                                                                          over a 3-year period.

Our Medical Advisory Board is comprised of       top experts in the fields of hematologic cancers.9
Over                               junior investigators have been funded totaling130 $25million.

of every dollar raised directly funds these physician-scientists.89%

How You Can Help

Fund a Project

Many of our donors choose to support the nation’s leading physician-scientists by 

underwriting a research grant. Through annual progress reports and lab visits, these

‘angels’ see the direct impact their giving makes.

Support an Event

Whether you purchase a table to our fundraising gala, provide sponsorship support for 

our symposium, or make an in-kind donation of products or services, your investment will

impact the next generation of cancer research in a direct and meaningful way. 

Spread the Word

Engage the power of social media. Help us build our audience of supporters by sharing the

latest Foundation news with your followers:

Facebook.com/gabriellesangels

@CureCancerNow

Vimeo.com/gabriellesangels 
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Board of Directors

Loreen Arbus
Loreen Arbus Productions, Inc.

Bernd Beetz
Chairman of the Board, St. John Knits

Michael de Pury, PhD
de Pury de Pury

Star Jones 
Television Personality, Author & Attorney

Brooke Milstein
Lawyer & Vice Chairman, Northfield Park Race Track

Stephen D. Nimer, MD
Director, Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Patricia Quick
Philanthropist

Thomas C. Quick
First Palm Beach Properties, Inc.

Frank Rella
Trine Corporation

Michèle Rella
Director

Daniella Rich Kilstock
Director

Denise Rich
President & Co-Founder

Ilona Rich Schachter
Director

Paul Schindler, Esq.
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Lorraine E. Schwartz
Lorraine E. Schwartz, Inc.

Angel Ambassadors

Alan Cumming
Estelle
Suleika Jaouad
Erin Zammett Ruddy
Ethan Zohn

Foundation  

Jennifer Ranieri
Executive Director

Christa Justus
Director, Grants & Operations

Gina Balsan
Development Associate

Keisha Escoffery
Director of Communications

Stephen D. Nimer, MD 
Chairman

Director, Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center

Barrie R. Cassileth, PhD
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Chief, Integrative Medicine Service

Curt I. Civin, MD
University of Maryland, School of Medicine

Associate Dean for Research
Director, Center for Stem Cell Biology & Regenerative Medicine

James Downing, MD
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital

Scientific Director & Executive Vice President

Jerome E. Groopman, MD
Harvard Institute of Medicine

Dina & Raphael Racanati Chair of Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Chief, Experimental Medicine; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Carl H. June, MD
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine

Director, Translational Research Program
Abramson Family Cancer Research Institute

Rainer Storb, MD
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

Clinical Research Division; Head, Transplantation Biology Program

Jeffrey D. White, MD
Bethesda, Maryland

Cheryl L. Willman, MD
University of New Mexico Cancer Research & Treatment Center

Director and Chief Executive Officer

In Memoriam
Janet D. Rowley, MD, DSc

Board Member 1998–2013
The University of Chicago

Medical Advisory Board
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Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation for Cancer Research

14 Penn Plaza, Suite 1704 

New York, NY 10122 

646-861-2033

info@gabriellesangels.org 

For all the latest news, log on to: 

gabriellesangels.org 

gabriellesangels.co.uk

Facebook.com/gabriellesangels

@CureCancerNow

Vimeo.com/gabriellesangels 
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“Gabrielle truly   
believed in research.  
That’s where the 

mystery is going 
to unravel.
That’s where the  

cures are going 
to be found.”

~~ Denise Rich � President & Co-Founder




