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Discussion Topics:

· Summary of the theory of interdisciplinary collaborations

· What is interdisciplinary research? 

· What are the goals? 

· What are some best practices from the literature?
· Personal experiences from WSU researchers – best tips on succeeding in teamwork and collaboration 

· Starting an interdisciplinary collaboration, and keeping it going
· Issues that need to be considered in advance of starting a collaboration
· Leadership, problem-solving and communication skills needed for success   
· Challenges of collaborating across disciplines
· Differences in culture and language that are used in different fields

· Peculiarities of different funding agencies

· Getting graduate students up to speed in a field they never studied

· Negotiating common research goals
· Rewards of collaborating across disciplines

· Expand one’s horizons

· Learn new and exciting science

· Develop whole new areas of research
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